[Place on your letterhead]
[Date]
The Hon Mark Butler MP
Minister for Health and Ageing
PO Box 6022
House of Representatives
Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600
cc: [Optional: the Hon Rebecca White MP, Assistant Minister for Health and Aged Care]
Dear Minister
Faster access to new treatments where there is high unmet clinical need, including pancreatic cancer: Recommendation 8 of the HTA Review
I write on behalf of my constituent, [name], of [suburb], and others in [electorate] living with diseases that have few or no effective treatment options, including pancreatic cancer.
[Two or three sentences on your constituent’s experience: for example, a diagnosis, a treatment available overseas but not here, or a family member lost while waiting.] Their experience is not unusual, and it has stayed with me. [Name] has consented to their details being shared with you.
I welcome the Government’s work to make medicines faster and fairer to access, including the Health Technology Assessment Policy and Methods Review and the work now under way to implement it.
Pancreatic cancer shows why this matters. It is estimated to be the third leading cause of cancer death in Australia, and only about one in seven people survive five years. Promising new treatments are emerging: in August 2026, a medicine that nearly doubled survival for people with advanced pancreatic cancer was approved in the United States. In Australia, the median time from a medicine’s registration to its listing on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS) is 22 months. Many people with pancreatic cancer do not have 22 months. For them, every week matters.
Recommendation 8 of the Review would create a better pathway onto the PBS for therapies that offer a major benefit in areas of high unmet clinical need, with dedicated case management and earlier advice from the PBAC. The Review’s goal is listing within around six months, so promising medicines can reach patients quickly once companies apply here.
I would be grateful if the Government would consider:
1. Committing to implement Recommendation 8 in full, as a priority.
1. Setting out a timeline, including when the new pathway will open to its first submissions.
1. Including people with lived experience of these diseases, such as pancreatic cancer, in its design, alongside the consumer representatives already involved.

I would appreciate your advice on the Government’s plans for Recommendation 8. Pankind, Pancreatic Cancer Australia, would be pleased to brief you or your office.
Yours sincerely
[Name]
[Member for (electorate) / Senator for (State)]
